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Image details (clockwise from top):
Jackie as Nimue, mixed media; Vidal Glitch, oil on canvas; Marx as Rusalka; Bifrost and a Song to the Moon, oil
and pencil on linen; and Manual Retrieval, installation detail 1

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Craig Donald, born Belfast, Northern Ireland 1987. Donald lives and works in Belfast, based
at QSS Studios. He graduated from Ulster University in 2010 with BA(Hons) Fine and Applied
Art (first class). Recent exhibitions include 'Fugue' (University Gallery, Ulster University
Belfast, 2015), 'Diagrams' (Pallas Studios & Gallery, Dublin and QSS Studios & Gallery,
Belfast, 2015) and 'Line: An Ambiguous Journey' (Cultúrlann, Belfast, 2015). Donald has been
the recipient of several General Arts Awards from the Arts Council of Northern Ireland and
has work in various private collections.
Donald's work deals with our understanding and interpretation of the past. History and
memory are dismantled and recombined to form layers of meaning, opening a forum to
examine the systems and boundaries of visual communication. This is investigated with
particular reference to the means of collection, interpretation and dissemination of
information; with an emphasis on human attempts at control and the areas where these can
fail.
Donald works with painting, drawing, collage, found objects and installation. Each medium
brings its own historical and material connotations. These are woven together with differing
processes resulting in a framework that adds fresh complexity but also provides a method
for understanding, based on what knowledge the viewer brings. They also present differing
levels of interaction through their means of production, offering an interpretive space for
the viewer: a web of signifiers calling for a narrative.
Current areas of focus include tensions between contemporary and historical methods of
information storage, retrieval and presentation. Also, a blending of the political and the
personal, with more familiar or popular images from history decontextualised and
reimagined.

