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Array Studios is an established studio group of contemporary artists.
Hidden on the second floor building on King Street, Array (formerly Magpie Studios) was established in 1994 by a group of early career
artists intent on making a difference to the world of visual art in Belfast.
Over the past 20 years Array has seen a vast number of artists come through the doors, some stay for a short while others settle in for longer.
Past members include Caragh O’Donnell, Ruth Mc Cullough, Duncan Ross, Susan Philipsz, Ashley Holmes, Deirdre McKenna, Tim Millen and
Sean Lynch.
Currently Array houses seven artists and a number of associate members. The variety of work produced by Array studio members displays
the great diversity of art available in Belfast, working in print, drawing, sculpture, sound, video, performance, installation and photography.
Array also has a project space ‘Incube’ which offers emerging artists the chance to have a temporary studio for free and the opportunity to
show work with the support of the studio members.

Studio Artists
Declan Byrne
Emma Campbell
Clodagh Lavelle
Laura O’Connor
Sighle Bhreathnach-Cashell
Edel O’Reilly
Alessia Cargnelli
Associate Members
Anthony Champa
Gracie McMurray
Gerard Carson
Claire Doherty
Artist in Residence
Thomas Wells

Declan Byrne

Declan Byrne

Declan Byrne (b. 1983) lives and works in Belfast.
His work has been exhibited on a local, national and
international level and his works appear in many
public and private collections. Declan is the recipient
of the Arts Society of Ulster Student Awards, the
132nd Royal Ulster Academy Printmaking Award
and Arts Council of Northern Ireland SIAP Award.
Since completing his Masters of Fine Art, he has
completed a year-long residency at the University
of Ulster. From managing Northern Irelands longest
running print workshop to teaching at the Belfast
College of Art, working within the arts sector has
broadened his discipline and scope of artistic
practice. Much of Declan’s multidisciplinary work is
created at Array Studios in Belfast city centre, and is
currently a member of Seacourt Print Workshop. A
lot of the work references (and ranges from) popular
and socio-political issues with a keen interest in
surveillance culture, observation and the figurative.
His most recent body of work is based upon his
travels to Palestine.

Emma Campbell

Emma Campbell is a photographer and activist born in
Belfast, based in London for over a decade, and since
returned to Northern Ireland. She is currently researching
the impact of women’s documentary photography
practice and its links to feminist activism since the birth of
photography and the suffragettes.
Emma’s own photography explores the issues raised
by the lack of abortion access for women in the island
of Ireland. The stigma and secrecy combined with the
attitudes fostered by colonialism and deep religious
conservatism are dealt with in a variety of ways, inspired
by practices employed by the women photographers
in her historical research. This includes photography of
direct actions, using the gallery space as an activist space,
sharing her practice online to raise awareness, using
collage, documentary and found images to produce work
that fosters a sense of the structural inequalities that face
women faced with decisions about their pregnancies.
Emma has exhibited this work in solo shows in Belfast,
Dublin, Berlin and Stockholm. Emma began a residency
in Array Studios in the summer of 2015 and became a full
studio member in the Autumn of 2015, with that she has
been part of their group shows and the open studios days.

Clodagh Lavelle

Clodagh Lavelle (born Mayo, Ireland) received a B.A Hons
Degree in Fine Art from D.I.T, Dublin, Ireland (2003) and
a Post Graduate Degree from the University of Ulster,
Belfast (2007). She works in sculpture, installation, video,
performance and drawing. Her work is a commonly a
combination of her endless interest in the nuances and
subtleties of human behavior and a desire to create a new
experience for the viewer.
She has exhibited at venues in Taiwan, Mississippi, Berlin,
London, Dublin, Glasgow and Belfast. Clodagh lives and
works in Belfast.

Laura O’Connor

Laura O’Connor makes video, performance and sculptural
works that respond to the representation of ‘women’
in the media. Most recently O’Connor has created live
performances in simulated environments live-streamed
onto social media. Her work explores notions of
femininity and female subjectivity as presented on screen,
challenging so-called norms and behaviours associated
with ‘being a woman’. O’Connor achieves this by
employing strategies such as duration, parody, repetition,
humour and failure.
To see some of these works go to:
www.lauraoconnorart.com

Sighle Bhreathnach-Cashell

Sighle Bhreathnach-Cashell creates site specific
environments to be inhabited by an audience.
Overexposure to mediated images, scripted reality and
dramatised politics can turn daily encounters into scenes
in a film. She plays with this idea, by moving the audience
between ‘real’ and ‘constructed’ places, both physically
and on screen. By making immersive experiences using
film to create illusions in situ, Sighle uses ‘real’ places
as sets to consider the fictionalised narratives used for
branding cities, people and political ideas.
She has a BA in Environmental Art from the Glasgow
School of Art and a MFA from the Piet Zwart Institute in
Rotterdam.
Sighle is a co-director of Household and is part of the
collaborative duo ‘Duncan’ with Glasgow based artist
Richard Martin.
To see more visit: www.sighlebc.com

Edel O’Reilly

Edel O’Reilly (b. 1985 laois, ireland) is informed by a
background in artist-led initiatives and collaborative
production models. artistic, curatorial and
civic practice. field of focus in alternative models of
art education and the transference of critical-visual
knowledge production in flexible, self-organised
frameworks.
Edel has a B.A in Fine Art from the Crawford College
of Art & Design, 2008. Edel is gallery assistant
at Belfast Exposed and beginning a part-time
masters programme in Art Praxis at the Dutch Art
Institute. previously a co-director of Catalyst Arts
(2014-2016) she was recently co-commissioned
for new collaborative work at TULCA ‘The Headless
City’ in 2016, is currently planning a new series
of micro-residencies at The Bathhouse in Autumn
2017. Previously held producer positions at Frieze
Projects (2011-12), Temple Bar Gallery + Studios
(2012) and a awarded place on the artist-in-studio
scheme with the National Sculpture Factory (20132014). co-founded artist-led initiatives such as Cork
Contemporary Projects (2008-2012) and associated
project gallery The Space (2009-2010).

Alessia Cargnelli

Alessia Cargnelli (b. 1990, Trieste, Italy) is an artist
working with moving image, photography and
installation, interested in the effects of time and its
traces in our present environment and experience.
Interest in the process of reactivation (or reenactment) and in the creation of multiple narratives.
She has a BA Visual Arts from IUAV University Venice,
2012. Alessia is current co-director at Catalyst Arts.
She has recently developed several projects in
Belfast, including site specific installation in the
waterworks park for ‘City as a Gallery’ festival
(Place+Belfast City Council) and a group show with
DAS residents.
In 2012 she received fellowship of the Bevilacqua
La Masa Foundation, as part of the annual Collective
for Young Artists. In 2014 Fanthom Edition and
ArtHub Asia commissioned Cargnelli a new work
for the group exhibition Invisible Cities, part of the
International Fés Photo Festival (Morocco).
In 2015 she obtained a MA in Contemporary Art
History at University Ca ‘Foscari of Venice (IT), with a
dissertation on contemporary video practices.

Thomas Wells (InCube)

Thomas Wells (b. 1987 Manchester) is the current
Incube Artist in Residence (Oct-Nov).
Through performance Tom critiques the search
for ‘social norms’ and exploring how this are
inherently built into use through your experiences
growing up. Tom is particularly interested in the
idea of ‘working class shame’ and how this affects
art production. In this way his research is heavily
focused in workers rights and queer identity
surrounding social mobility.
Tom also explores the role education plays in
working class communities and how it is used as
a political tool to their disadvantage. He is heavily
influenced by the work on Steven Willats and
investigations in central London housing estates
as well as his interest in transfer of knowledge for
the greater advantage of society.
He has a BA in Environmental Art from the
Glasgow School of Art and a MA Education in Arts
and Cultural Settings from Kings College London.

